
 
 

 

  ACTIVITY GUIDE                                                                                                                                                                                           

Layne Kennedy - Photographer 
 

Objectives: Layne Kennedy is a world photographer and photojournalist.  Starting off in the fine arts world, he discovered that what 
you learn about photography is that our backyard is the same as everyone else’s backyard...what’s exciting is seeing things differently.  
In this activity, you will create your own portrait stories through photography of the theme “We are…” 

 

Standards (Suggested 4th +):  

ELA: 

4.8.4.4 - Report on a topic or text, tell a story or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace 

 

Arts: 

4.1.1.4.3 - Describe the characteristics of the elements of visual art including color, line, space, value, form, texture, and space 

4.1.1.5.2 - Describe how the principles of visual art such as repetition, pattern, emphasis, contrast, and balance are used in the creation, 
presentation, or response to visual artworks 

4.1.2.5.1 - Describe the tools, materials, and techniques used in a variety of two- and three-dimensional media such as drawing, printmaking, 
ceramics, or sculpture 

4.1.3.5.2 - Describe how visual art communicates meaning 

4.2.1.5.1 - Create original two- and three-dimensional artworks to express specific artistic ideas 

  



 
 

 

Tools/Resources:  
MN Original video clip, Photo tutorial video, Portrait tutorial video , camera (either using phone camera, tablet, or point-and-shoot) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Video Clip:http://www.tpt.org/mn-original/profile/layne-kennedy/video/Layne-Kennedy-30216/ 

 
 

Activity  

1) Watch the segment and discuss: 
a. “What you learn about photography is that our backyard is the same as everyone else’s...what’s exciting is seeing 

things differently.”  What do you think Layne Kennedy means by this? 
b. How do portraits of people help the viewers learn about that person?   

2) Watch videos to learn how to properly take a photo 
3) Working with a friend, think about who you are, and how that image of who you are can best be conveyed in a portrait 

photograph 
4) With your partner, take turns taking portrait photos.  Take as many photos from different angles as possible (try to have no 

more than 20), and pick the single best one 
5) If possible, print off your photo and have a gallery walk.  

 


