
 
 

 

  ACTIVITY GUIDE                                                                                                                                                                                           

Ifrah Mansour - Multimedia Artist 

Objectives: Ifrah Mansour’s stories are based on the absent narrative, the untold and unsung stories of Somali people, their history, 
and their identity.  What helps capture the significance and meaning of these stories while also adding an aspect of shared 
understanding is through the experience of tea drinking, which is very important in Somali culture.  In this activity, you will find an 
object that means something important to you, that connects in some way to your identity, background, of who you are, and record 
your own movie retelling a significant story from your past.   

Standards (Suggested 5th +):  

ELA: 

5.6.3.3 - Write narrative and other creative texts to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences 

5.6.8.8 - Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources 

5.8.4.4 - Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes 

5.8.5.5 - Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or 
themes 

5.8.8.8 - Create an individual or shared multimedia work or digital text for a specific purpose 

Arts 

4.1.1.2.1 - Describe the use of elements in media arts such as image, sound, space, time, motion, and sequence 

4.1.1.2.2 - Describe how the principles of media arts such as repetition, unity, and contrast are used in the creation, presentation, and response to 
media artwork 

4.1.2.2.1 - Describe a variety of tools, materials, and techniques used with software and hardware for creation in media arts 

4.1.3.2.2 - Describe how media arts communicates meaning 

4.2.1.2.1 - Create original works of media art to express specific artistic ideas 

  



 
 

 

Tools/Resources:  
MN Original video clip, paper (or journal), pencil, iPad or other form of tablet, movie recording app, item that means something 
significant to you, tripod (if possible) or something to hold tablet while it records you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Video Clip:http://www.tpt.org/mn-original/profile/ifrah-mansour/video/Ifrah-Mansour-30190/ 
 

Activity  

1) Watch the segment and discuss: 
a. Why is it important to hear the stories from Somalia that Ifrah is recording - even if they are “beautiful and ugly 

times”? 
b. “Tea is very important to Somali culture” - why do you thin Ifrah Mansour chose to have the people interviewed 

drinking tea?  
c. Ifrah Mansour also took photos of the hands holding the tea - why do you think she captured the hands and included 

them in her play?  
2) Think of a single object that reflects cultural identity or is meaningful/important to you.   

a. Think of a personal story that somehow connects that object to you (it can be direct or indirect - i.e. from your 
childhood and a childhood story, or a bowl and a story about family times together) 

b. Write down what you plan on saying for your movie - tell your story that involves (either directly or loosely) the 
object you have chosen.  

3) Make video 
a. Using the tripod or having the tablet or iPad upright (landscape mode works best), record yourself with the object.  It 

can be you using the object or just looking at it and turning it around.  Record yourself with your object for 2-3 
minutes in duration 

b. Open the movie editing app on your tablet or iPad, edit the movie so that the audio is removed and the recording is 
silent 

c. Practice reading your story aloud a few times, once you are ready, record audio over the object movie from the 
beginning.  Wait 3 seconds from after you press record to when you begin telling your story.   

d. Once you are done, save your movie with narration and share it with others! 
 


