
 
 

 

  ACTIVITY GUIDE                                                                                                                                                                                           

Accordo - Chamber Music String Ensemble 

Objectives: Accordo is a group of close friends from both the Minnesota Orchestra and the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra who play 
chamber music with each other.  Aside from performing classical music together, they also are involved in unique projects, such as 
scoring silent movies.  In this activity, you will create a musical score to Charlie Chaplin’s movie, “The Piano”.     

Standards (Suggested 5th +):  

Arts: 

4.1.1.2.1 - Describe the use of elements in media arts such as image, sound, space, time, motion, and sequence 

4.1.1.2.3 - Identify structures in media arts such as chronological and spatial 

4.1.1.3.1 - Describe the elements of music including melody, rhythm, harmony, dynamics, tone, color, texture, form, and their related concepts 

4.1.1.3.2 - Describe how the elements and their related concepts such as pitch, tempo, canon, and ABA are used in the performance, creation, or 
response to music 

4.1.2.2.2 - Describe how photo-, video-, and sound-editing are used to create original products for expressive intent 

4.1.3.3.2 - Describe how music communicates meaning 

4.2.1.3.1 - Improvise and compose rhythms, melodies, and accompaniments using voice or instruments to express a specific music idea 

Tools/Resources:  
MN Original video clip, Charlie Chaplin’s “The Piano”, ipad or tablet, Garageband or similar app, headphones, pencil and paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Video Clip: https://www.tpt.org/mn-original/profile/accordo/ 

 



 
 

Activity  

1) Watch the segment and discuss: 
a. Why would playing be friends be different than playing with the regular orchestra?  Why do you think the 

members of Accordo enjoy it so much? 
b. What is important to remember when scoring a movie?  Reacting quickly to scenes and changes is 

mentioned...what else?  Why?   
c. What is the role of a musical score in a movie?  Why is it important?  How does it add to the movie?  

2) Create musical score 
a. Watch the Charlie Chaplin movie without sound and without writing anything down. 
b. Watch it again, but this time, take note of scene changes.  You only need to score 2 minutes, what two minutes do 

you want to score?   
i. Think about the action, characters, setting, or emotions happening in your scene.  How could music help 

enhance the movie?   
c. Using the tablet or iPad with Garageband or similar app, create a simple musical score for your scene.   

i. If necessary, write down the scene into a storyboard layout, with notes of when certain events happen 
and how the music should change.  

d. Share you finished musical score!  
  


