
 
 

 
  ACTIVITY GUIDE                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Davu Seru - Drummer, Composer, and Improviser  
Objectives: What images can music bring to mind?  Musician and improviser, Davu Seru, is a well-known Jazz drummer in the Twin Cities.  

Much of the music he plays and composes is without words (lyrics).  In this activity, you will listen to various types of songs – all without 

words – and create your own story based on how the song melody makes you feel and the images it brings to mind. 

 

Standards (Suggested 4+):  
ELA:  
4.6.3.3. – Write narratives and other creative texts to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
4.6.4.4. – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience 
4.8.1.1. – Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussion with diverse partners 
4.8.4.4. – Report on a topic, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner using appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes 
4.8.5.5. – Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or 
themes 
 
Music: 
4.1.1.3.1. – Describe the laments of music including melody, rhythm, harmony, dynamics, tone color, texture, form and other related 
concepts 
4.1.1.3.2. – Describe how the elements and their related concepts such as pitch, tempo, canon, and ABA are used in the performance, 
creation, or response to music 
4.1.1.3.3. – Identify the characteristics of a variety of genres and musical styles such as march, taiko, mariachi, and classical 
4.2.1.3.1. – Improvise and compose rhythms, melodies, and accompaniments using voice or instruments to express a specific musical 
idea 
 
Tools/Resources:  
MN Original video clip, headphones, pencil/pen and paper, three different examples of songs without lyrics – use songs from various 
cultures, regions, time periods, etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Video Clip: http://www.tpt.org/mn-original/episode/davu-seru/ 

 

http://www.tpt.org/mn-original/episode/davu-seru/


 
 

Activity  
1) Watch the segment and discuss:  

a. What is unique about Davu Seru’s style of music? 

b. What is a musical improviser?   

c. Why do you think Davu Seru uses unusual instruments and items to create music?  

d. What visual images come to mind when you listen to one of Davu Seru’s songs?   

2) Play songs: 

a. Play a section or the whole song three times.  Close your eyes the first time and just listen.  Second time write down 

the first words or images that come to mind.  Third time, listen and actively write three sentences describing what 

you see while listening to the song and explain why to a partner. 

3) Write your story: 

a. It can be fiction or nonfiction, real or imagined, personal or about someone else. 

b. Pick one of the three songs to listen to and write a story – think of the song as a soundtrack for a movie: who are the 

main characters, where does the story take place, when does the story take place, what is the issue, etc.  

c. Share your finished story. 

 


