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PBS Launches SciGirls!

All-New Girl-Powered Science Series Inspires the 

Next Generation of Scientists and Engineers with Real-World Exploration!
Premiering Nationwide on PBS Stations and at pbskidsgo.org/SciGirls 
February 13, 2010

January 15, 2010 – Ladies, start your televisions! And boot up your laptops! Watch two girls dive into a crystal-blue Catalina reef to uncover sunken secrets about biodiversity. Or four friends engineer a giant twelve-foot pig puppet for a May Day Parade. Or a group of tweens remake a wetland so endangered turtles have a place to call home. 

Welcome to SciGirls, a new weekly series that premieres on PBS stations and online nationwide February 13, 2010. (Check local listings.)
The bold goal of SciGirls is no less than to change how millions of girls think about science, technology, engineering and math – or S.T.E.M., the hottest topic in U.S. education today. Each half-hour episode follows a different group of enthusiastic, real SciGirls, who collaborate, communicate, engineer and discover. They’re accompanied by two animated characters – a plucky SciGirl named Izzie and her best friend Jake, who tie the series together with their ongoing adventures.

“America has an incredible need for scientists and engineers, yet far too few women are choosing those career paths. Girls have the skills, but so many never realize their potential because somewhere along the way, they get discouraged,” said Dr. Richard Hudson, the show’s Executive Producer. “We feel that SciGirls can help turn this trend around, building girls’ natural interest in science and, more importantly, their belief in themselves.”
SciGirls, which is funded by the National Science Foundation with additional support from ExxonMobil, integrates TV and the Web like never before. Each episode begins on the site’s homepage, where Izzie goes when she finds herself in jams that only science can fix. She surfs to the site, jumps into a video of real-life SciGirls, and follows their story, learning and exploring every step of the way. 

Izzie also invites viewers to hang out on the website, a totally safe social network where they can create personal pages, design their own avatars, upload cool projects and make friends. It’s all about tweens and screens in today’s multi-tasking world – the TV, the laptop, the phone and the iPod, and SciGirls is on them all!

Created by tpt National Productions, the producer of the long-running PBS science favorites DragonflyTV and Newton’s Apple, SciGirls is committed to giving girls the confidence to make their own discoveries in science and engineering.

SciGirls makes science and engineering into the kind of social experience girls love:

· Empowering girls to discover their world: SciGirls reaches beyond “hands-on science,” by showcasing the best practices for getting girls excited about science and engineering. SciGirls all work together, sharing their ideas as they dig into real-life issues. SciGirls is all about girls talking, creating, questioning and discovering – doing science together.

· Girls learning from the best: According to the National Science Board, women constitute nearly half of the total U.S. college-educated workforce yet they represent only a quarter of the college-educated workforce in science and engineering occupations – SciGirls offers the inspiration for great careers! In each episode, successful women scientists and engineers mentor the SciGirls, demonstrating that a passion for science can be a cool and rewarding lifelong pursuit.

· Girls going wired (or wireless!): The new website at pbskids.org is a one-of-a-kind place for girls to enjoy videos, share their discoveries, and play games. It’s also a totally safe social network where girls can make friends, vote on projects and even learn about being on the show!
· Girls everywhere: Every girl can be a SciGirl! To reach this goal, SciGirls is partnering with museums, schools, the Girl Scouts of America and after-school programs nationwide to start SciGirls Clubs and help girls everywhere become confident, capable explorers of all things S.T.E.M.
Ultimately, SciGirls is about giving girls the confidence to make their own discoveries in science and engineering.  “If I had seen this when I was a girl it would have changed my life,” says Ruta Sevo, former Senior Program Director, National Science Foundation.

The SciGirls creative team is headed by tpt Executive Producer Richard Hudson, creator of the long-running PBS children’s science series Newton's Apple and DragonflyTV. Series Producer is Kathy Shugrue co-creator of Fetch! and producer of Zoom at WGBH. The Izzie animation is created by Soup2Nuts, producers of WordGirl. The website is being developed by Big Bad Tomato Interactive. tpt National Productions’ quality, creativity and innovation have earned both popular and critical acclaim, garnering more than 300 awards for artistic and technical achievement, including 25 national and regional Emmy Awards, the duPont-Columbia Commendation, three Peabody Awards, an Academy Award nomination and awards at major international film festivals. tpt National Productions' websites also have been honored with Parents’ Choice and PBS Web awards, and its outreach resources have been lauded and utilized by educators, community leaders and parents nationwide.

SciGirls is generously funded by The National Science Foundation with additional support from ExxonMobil.  


# # #

About NSF

The National Science Foundation is an independent federal agency that supports education and research across all fields of science and engineering. The NSF supports many science programs on PBS in addition to SciGirls, including Cyberchase, Fetch!, Design Squad, and Nova ScienceNow.

About ExxonMobil

ExxonMobil supports innovative programs to inspire young people to pursue math and science, including the Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy, Bernard Harris Summer Science Camps and Dream Tour and the Sally Ride Teachers Academy.

[image: image2.png]SciGirls is produced for PBS by tpt National Productions tpt
and is made possible by the National Science Foundation. NATIONAL
Additional support by ExxonMobil. PRODUCTIONS

Ex¢onMobil






[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.png]