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N O R T H  S T A R  C L A S S R O O M  M A T E R I A L S

Grade Level: 6-8 

Subject: History and Social 
Studies

Time needed: 1 to 2 class 
periods

MATERIALS
The North Star Video is North Star Video is North Star
highly recommended, 
but not required. This 
lesson uses the North Star
segment about the Duluth 
lynchings titled òPresence 
of  the Pastó

Copies of  handouts and 
primary sources

OVERVIEW
In this lesson, students analyze how individuals and groups have responded to the 
Duluth tragedy throughout the years ð  in silence or with apology. Through this, 
students develop a more sophisticated understanding of  their own responsibilities for 
a groupõs behavior. In the þ nal project, students develop a proposal for addressing a 
different historical wrong.

BACKGROUND
The period around 1920 was a tense time of  racial conÿ ict in both the North and 
the South. After the end of  Reconstruction, mobs in the South used lynching to 
enforce strict racial segregation and oppression. In northern states like Minnesota, 
discrimination and suspicion grew as native and immigrant whites feared that 
migrating black workers would take their jobs or move into their neighborhoods. 

After World War I, many blacks returned home hopeful that their efforts to secure 
democracy in Europe would entitle them to greater rights and better treatment at 
home. Unfortunately, this was not the case. In Duluth, suspicions and fears against 
òoutsidersó and blacks was high. During the 1920s, U.S. Steel recruited southern 
black laborers to work in the steel mills, most likely as a way to prevent locals from 
forming unions or gaining power. Actions like these further fueled white intolerance, 
and the events of  June, 1920 were fed by deep racist frustrations.

For more information about events during this time period, see the North Star
websiteõs timeline at http://www.tpt.org/northstar/Timeline.html

For suggested resources on the Duluth Lynchings and this era, see the North Star
websiteõs Resources section at http://www.tpt.org/northstar/Resources.html

For background on the lynchings, visit the Duluth Lynchings section of  the 
North Star website at North Star website at North Star http://www.tpt.org/northstar/MakingHome.html?quick_
link=duluth_lynchings
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