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201 
Syrian photographer Osama Esid’s mission is to document and further 
understand his varied communities. Made Here, led by Joan 
Vorderbruggen of Hennepin Theatre Trust, fills empty windows with local 
art in Downtown Minneapolis. Born in Columbia and adopted by a 
Minnesota family, painter Paul Peterson is creating a Columbian-themed 
series to help his recently found biological family. Led by teacher Crystal 
Spring, the acting program at Washburn High School empowers students 
to explore race, abuse and other issues that impact them. 
 
202 
Oil painter Leslie Barlow explores multiculturalism and identity through 
portraiture. Chai Lee performs and teaches the significance of the Qeej, 
an instrument widely known as a cultural symbol of Hmong identity. 
Amara Hark-Weber creates handmade custom shoes in traditional and 
conceptual designs. Multifaceted musician Eric Mayson accompanies a 
modern dance class at Zenon Dance and performs “Skyline" from his 
debut solo album Detail. 
 
203 
Marlon James earned the Man Booker Prize, one of the world’s most 
respected literary awards, for his 2014 novel set in his native Jamaica. 
James Brenner engages the community when creating large-scale public 
art pieces. Sisters Bethany Valentini and Jenny Kapernick of the acoustic 
folk-duo The Ericksons started their musical careers as a way to cope with 
loss and personal tragedy. 
 
204 
Joanie Smith of Shapiro and Smith Dance couples text and movement to 
envisage relationships in her choreography. Yudong Shen infuses his Asian 
brush paintings with color and contrast to create landscapes that reflect 
both China and Minnesota. Perci Chester creates larger-than-life metal 
sculptures using unexpected tools and techniques. The acclaimed 
Americana rock band, Gear Daddies, celebrates the 25th anniversary of 
their album "Billy's Life Bait" at First Avenue. 
 
205 
From The Hard Times Cafe to The Fitzgerald Theater, familiar places are 
marked by sign painter Phil Vandervaart who does all his work by hand. 
Kristi Abbott depicts beloved icons and landscapes with materials from 
around the globe in her vivid collages. Multimedia artist Philip Noyed’s 
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abstract paintings have evolved into eye-catching illuminated sculptures. 
Performers from the local theater scene sing in the monthly cabaret series 
Musical Mondays, at Hell's Kitchen. 
 
206 
Actor Tyler Michaels, known for his physical, scene-stealing roles, has 
graced many stages around the Twin Cities. Rooted in the traditions of 
basket making, Mary Giles’ work has evolved into sculptural pieces 
inspired by nature. William Souder is a renowned writer whose biography 
of John James Audubon was a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize. Neo-soul 
singer/songwriter Mayyadda performs her original song, Black is Beautiful, 
at Patrick’s Cabaret. 
 
207 
History Theatre’s production of Glensheen by Jeffrey Hatcher and Chan 
Poling examines the story of the 1977 Duluth murders. Greta Claire is an 
abstract painter obsessed with color and texture and the constant need 
to create. Cartoonist Tom Richmond is a regular contributor to MAD 
Magazine and recipient of the Reuben Award for Outstanding Cartoonist 
of the Year. Pianist Zhen Tu performs Etude No. 3 Un sospiro, arranged by 
Franz Liszt, in the Ordway’s Concert Hall. 
 
208 
A graffiti artist since high school, Peyton Scott Russell uses his craft to 
educate young people. Lisa Friedrich’s materials include fire, gunpowder 
and smoke to create cityscapes of her hometown. Ernest Miller alters his 
ceramic vessels and custom-glazes signature pieces that bridge modern 
and traditional design. Singer, composer and teacher Dr. Pooja Goswami 
Pavan specializes in classical and semi-classical Indian music. 
 
209 
Peter Haakon Thompson engages audiences outside of the traditional 
gallery setting through participation, interaction and conversation. Keren 
Kroul’s large-scale watercolors are inspired by her memories growing up in 
Mexico, Israel and Costa Rica. Urban planner Weiming Lu integrates 
technology in his traditional Chinese calligraphy. Cantus performs “Mu 
isamaa on minu arm (Land of my Fathers)” from A Singing Revolution. 
 
210 
Ceramic Artist and Carleton College Professor, Kelly Connole uses clay as 
her language of storytelling and to express beauty. Actor Pearce Bunting 
portrays the acclaimed host in Garrison Keillor’s play Radio Man. Giving 
Voice Chorus is the unique chorale ensemble for people living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and their care partners. 
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211 
Fascinated by the ability to travel the world via computer, Alyssa Baguss 
creates her own intricate landscapes, both real and imagined. Depicting 
unique genres and styles, Aziz Osman paints his prewar memories of 
Somalia and remembrances of his decades living in Italy. Minnesota 
Center for Book Arts celebrates paper, printing, bindings and broadsides 
with their annual Winter Book. Rooted in tradition and ceremony, tribal 
regalia and dance are important to Native American culture. 
 
212 
Artist and designer Maggie Thompson uses textiles to create knitwear and 
fine art projects exploring themes of identity and grief. Eric Pollard, of 
Actual Wolf, and Haley Bonar sing “Oh Baby You Can't Leave Me” at the 
Ordway’s Concert Hall. As a founding member of the Rouge Taxidermy 
movement Sarina Brewer’s animal sculptures come from ethically sourced 
materials. The Minnesota Fringe Festival gives performers of all abilities and 
experience levels the chance to produce and stage their own work. 
 
213 
Michael Robins and Bonnie Morris have been developing new work at 
Illusion Theater to catalyze personal and social change since 1974. Heid 
Erdrich's work in poetry and film is often inspired by her Native American 
ancestry. Surrounded by legendary musicians from his childhood, Solomon 
Parham is now making a name for himself in the Twin Cities jazz 
community. 
 
214 
Hend Al-Mansour questions the role of women in Saudi Arabian society 
and puts women’s rights at the forefront of her work. Deaf writer Raymond 
Luczak performs his poem Birthright in American Sign Language at the 
Heights Theater in Minneapolis. Asia Ward sculpts and suspends sculptures 
she calls “aluminum dreamscapes.” Composer Chan Poling’s classical 
and contemporary jazz training inspires his songwriting for musical theater 
and his alternative rock band, The Suburbs. 
 
215 
Lise Houlton carries on the legacy of Minnesota Dance Theatre, 
reinforcing tradition and encouraging collaboration. Drury Brennan draws 
upon graffiti and Asian calligraphy in his large-scale typographical 
improvisations. Noted poet Robert Bly shares a poem from inside his 
private writing sanctuary he calls “The Little House.” A finalist from the 
television singing competition series, The Voice, Nicholas David writes and 
performs soulful music. 
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216 
Visual artist Carolyn Halliday pairs traditional fiber techniques with 
nontraditional materials to create her unique sculptures. Dancers from 
Carl Flink’s Black Label Movement perform HIT, an intensely physical piece 
inspired by the chaos of cell movement. Rapper Slug of Atmosphere talks 
about his song writing process, beginnings with Producer Ant, and 
Rhymesayers, the independent record label they helped develop. 
 
217 
Lise Houlton carries on the legacy of Minnesota Dance Theatre, 
reinforcing tradition and encouraging collaboration. Art plays a crucial 
role in the healing process for patients and families at the Children’s 
Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota. The work of longtime singer, songwriter 
and music producer Kevin Bowe has appeared on double-platinum and 
Grammy Award-winning albums. 
 
218 
The resident acting company of Children’s Theatre Company, along with 
Artistic Director Peter Brosius, mentors young actors and inspires young 
audiences. Julia Strand breathes new life into books that would otherwise 
be discarded, creating intricate carvings of the content within the pages. 
Secret Stash Records maintains its groove-based sound, whether it’s with a 
vinyl re-release, or new music like Sonny Knight and the Lakers. 
 
219 
Actress and playwright Sun Mee Chomet searches for her identity both 
onstage and off. Kurt Seaberg depicts the indigenous Sami people of 
Northern Europe in his intricate drawings. The Walker Art Center’s 2013 
Artist-Designed Mini Golf commemorated the 25th Anniversary of the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden. Instrumental alchemist Paul Metzger 
improvises hauntingly beautiful music on his modified 23-string banjo. 
 
220 
Acclaimed author, playwright and storyteller Kevin Kling collaborates with 
some of Minnesota’s most talented performers. Painter Eddie Hamilton’s 
“Shadows Project” brings awareness to the challenges disabled people 
face when interacting with their communities. Folk record label Red House 
Records has been representing local and national artists since the early 
1980s. 


